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FL. 2D HALF OF THE 8lH CENTURY

In the third year of the Tien Shou period (692) Chang Yi of
Chingho settled in Hengchow, where he served as an official. He
was of a qui# disposition and had few friends. He had no son,
only two daughters; the older of these died in her childhood, while
Chien-niang, the younger daughter, grew up to be without equal
in virtue and beauty. Yi had living'with him his sister's son,
Wang Chu, a talented and handsome youth, and he so esteemed this
nephew that he said more than once that he would some day give
Chien-niang to him in marriage. On their part, Chu and Chien*
niang had a secret passion, of which Chien-niang's parents had no
knowledge, so that when Yi later promised Chien-niang in marriage
to the son of one of his colleagues, the maiden became saddened
and the youth, top, quite unhappy. On the pretext that he must go
to the capital to attend the civil service test, Chu begged leave to
go thither, and Yi, after trying in vain to detain him, gave in to
his wishes and sent him off with handsome presents.
Nursing a secret sorrow in his heart, Chu took leave of his hosts
and embarked on his journey. By the end of the day he had
covered a distance of some li and found himself among the moun-
tains. At midnight, still unable to fall asleep, he suddenly heard
rapid footsteps on the bank and, investigating, found Chien-niang
running barefooted after his boat. Chu was beside himself with sur-
prise and happiness. He took her hands in his and asked how she
came to be there.
"I cannot forget you even in my dreams," she said, weeping.
"But now they are about to force me to marry someone dse. As